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A Pier Appears
To Be Art

Thee MifiGank Pler, Lhe lilth
and final new Londan peer
being huilt with Tunding From
e Mitherrnium Cormmigeion,
opsenE Chis meoath,

Lagared il paceid o ilve Tate
Britoim ot gollery, one of its
lenctors 1% 1o enable 5 onden
River Services riverbas linkage
with the Tate Maodern galiery
a1 Benkside and the Sanicha
gallery of Wislerloo, Witk the
lare Cialleres as one of e
P proneler, sesiboic
cxpectations for this pier wene
I‘IIF"E even Thowgh pocssiiged
PRETs Ane nog :,!-rl'l{'l.lﬂ:l. Kriowm
fior their beaaty,

To meet these high X pectations
London Biner Semvices appomnld
FhaErin consallng engineers
Eecken Ranking Fannership
(R} as leed designer and praject
L FTT BRPbroasghe on Masks
Barfield Archiwects. cremiors of
the London Eve, to saxisl them
lipethet willh D amist Angela
Bullach, wh was shortlistled
For I 1997 Temner Prze

The |'i|_': DS b sk ln
Moswlem aasisied by thowr
suhoomrsciors Kelly Maman
Enginsstring whech camiad ol
the stee] fabricaiion. Fhillipson
Cortracts carrasd oul the
clecirical and |:|:'|'|Iil'|!,! imsinllstion

The design developod by
BEF and MEA 5 a significant
PR TR0l COdVEnln il T
design. The pier ponloon and
-\;l|1|'r\.‘.r|||'l I IS8T 'II =l

wge entify which incomoraies

the berthing face, dec ramp Tor
dizghled gocess anl walting
rodam sruciare zllin 2 faceted
spulipturs] form. Extemally the
e v laged wath rlar p|.|'-\." st
but the finish is nelieved by timber
cladding 101he wnhng rmms
and walkways Thes resuilt ing
shope i% bkl ard dramabe ani
|,|||l\.|¢i;-\. a dallepent AP
frosm every viewpoin

Im order s llve aninbernspied
anire ol 1he paer, MEA sked
ERF to mvasia] the use of the
wssual dholdplans o momm les ==
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=2 10 hold the ponboon in
posation, In pesponse, BEF
developed a restraind system
using thnee radial arm struts.
The pontoon i held Eterally
[y v il s, s haored o
it cantilbeyvaned Flili;'a an the
beach, U top of ¢ach of theag
:1't||."~\. b mmedd-gide level i 5 water
lubnicaied mubber radeal asm
baring. BRP have usad this
syslem previously on tempomny
piers amd claim that it prodsces
& vinually maintenance fres
bearing

i el chee oo
:Ianllll.lill.l“'rl. Bl by operales
15 o chargd sadial g, This os
e wsibile becaime the ane
peometry reguires the brosw i
be ot sin argle of 357 o the
poilngn azis. The beow is
wipponied upon three beanings
oo al the backseat and a singhe

sphenical beanng on the pontoon.

This arFangement £mables a

kg biow b be 'q||,||u,:u::\-|]. e

a relatavely small and hiv |_"|:-

[ i Lhsoil IFarslerming &y

tormonal lnads hack o dhe heow
The Millhaak Pier brow is

tln bong and weaghs in ol 56

sl Maring
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i Msibank Fpe

bormes, This |,"I1¥I:|I s I"rl_'.\.'l_"-\.\“r:l.
in order to provids disabled
aceess 1o the pier with .cr.ull.;:-nh
never exceeding 1 in 12, The
brinw s thee apprammnoe of &
rardomly briced truss. This form
wirk developed o the request of
e Caly o Wesdnnnater's planners
whha thought the orsinal peoposal
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capability,

i Tty
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fen Do nodeT oSy

af Beckar] Faonkys

for boowy with regular spaced
bracing Bcked excilement.
Whibe 1 o 15 undanveniimal
I does complemsent e anguiar
form of the poatoon. The rambom
h.l'.ll.'ll'lh" Bl5 EIVEs & semsg o
progression for users &% they
walk nkoag the brow

The pomtoon and broa werne

fabaicated on twe guayside al
Kelly Morman's Enpineering yard
i Rochester, On completion, the
pondoon, weighing X80 tonses
with ids ballasi in place, was
lifled ey the waler by Smai’s
Moating sheerlegs Taeny 7,

In building the pontoon, he
fabricator’'s mein difficuliics
relafed e the comples. geometry
of the inbersecting planes fomming
the supersimaciune. The peomelry
cogthd omly b interprescd by
wsing 3 IDCAD package.

T scheeve the archilest’s
wisacn, the sleel platework io
the superstnacture had o be
Mt without any visitde weld
distortion while the intersection
of the plancs had 1o be straight.
This was an orerous requinemendt
boF & MkEmine sEichice bl one
which ibe fabsicaior has
spccessiolly schieved,

While cimiet !11.:\||||P'|'||."|=\. Fi'|.-|_'~|
a1 nezall appearance., it dogs no
make e pier easy 10 indall
Uil all thoee racia] anms ane
wmrmndgcled e Ehe ponioon it is mot
spguangly hined and there are no
Ly poanis 16 whach the PR

can be ansched
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== Mowlem approached the
problem with a metculoas pln

T Rsibans M 05 dovwed oial

anciber Brnoud Marcs B
ol actiod. First the how was dedepn, e London 4y
Phoda: by Mok rood

insialled between the bankics
ond & lenpErary pallosas IJ'.iII:.' a
|:|:||-!_-|_- and tsdal Lty The posioons
wiis then Moated inla position
and mincered 10 Tes ey
pales, Ower a tide evele the radial
arms were installed amd the broaw
then placed on il pomoon as the
Dide rose. 1T whode GpETTi
waas achicyis] us ng gl o small
fhating cranc arxl thres tugs

O board the mstalled pesr
there is an imprescive seens of
spuce. The wailing foanm SoErs
hiigh owerhead while the timber
clmbdang 1o the inside faces
mukes the pier fiee] intimane
The pier i Tull of intricate
angles while oftenng new
wiews of some famoas Londom
Landimarks.

Sillbask Mer hoks rermarkahle
|_l_l'|.||_||__l|'| hy q_Ia:. bug at fsghit at 1=

tnlly sturming. Kl inoo (e pacr

1% Anpela Belloch's “Flash and with the ehband flow of the synchronised sequence runnimg have met o produce a truly
Tidal® anwork, consisting of two | Gide, This slow, only bapely fior over 150 hours. The effeca memaorahle work.

separaie elerments. Al around perceptible thythm is gouniersd crorans a e asd liveral Is Morg iormanon can ba

the pier Muorescent lighting by 63 xeson Hghts inthe pier ummissahle mdanme insallyson fouand Al f I wehera

dlowly changes coleur i i structure whech flash an a where exgineering and an W T barigoey co Lk
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